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Dear Palenke Arts familia, friends and supporters,

If there is anything that the COVID era has taught us, it is 
that you cannot take any moment or any person for granted: 
our lives are precious and incredibly fragile. That is why, looking 
back at our 2022-23 year, I am filled once again with an overwhelming sense of joy, pride
and gratitude. Our families, students, teaching artists, board members, volunteers,
partners, supporters and staff came together with remarkable resilience to reach
important milestones in our quest to educate, inspire and transform our community of
Seaside through the arts.

On the educational front, we managed to expand our youth and community multicultural
arts offerings to over 250 individual participants in 17 weekly multicultural arts classes
and 5 family art workshops, which our families have described as “healing” and
“transformative”. Our students were once again our best ambassadors, performing at
more than a dozen community events such as Oaxaca by the Sea ,  Sustainable Seaside’s
Earth Day ,  a Latin Harlem Renaissance program at the Pacific Grove Library and our
own Día de los Muertos celebration.

Our 2022-23 presenting season was one for the books! We featured Grammy-winners
Patricio Hidalgo (Afrojarocho) and Tammy Hall ,  diasporic African and Brazilian music by
Cheza Nami and Sambadá ,  Filipina classical pianist Chloe Canton Rice ,  manouche jazz
superband Barrio Manouche (who performed at our benefit at Hidden Valley Music
Seminars), and dancers Calpulli Tonahlequeh and Nā Haumāna at the 7th Annual
Palenke Arts Festival. Poets Bianca Zamora and Yosimar Reyes closed out the season
with Here & Queer & Thriving ,  in partnership with the Epicenter.

This year also marked the launch of our efforts towards the design and construction of
our forever home: the Palenke Arts Multicultural Arts Center. This center will be the
first and only facility of its kind in the area: a vibrant, inclusive, state-of-the-art
multidisciplinary arts center in the city of Seaside. Dozens of community members, affinity
groups, civic leaders and stakeholders came together throughout the year to give shape
to a vision that we hope will soon become a reality aided by a grant from Packard.

As a direct result of our efforts, I am pleased to share that we have received a $1 million
grant from the State of California, through the advocacy of Senator John Laird for the
design and construction of our forever home.

Of course, we could not do any of this without the unwavering support of all of you: our
funders, friends, supporters and partners! As we continue growing our organization and
expanding our impact, I hope that you will feel inspired to join us in our work of uplifting
our community through the transformative power of the arts.

With deep gratitude,

Juan L. Sánchez
Founder/Executive Director
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OUR MISSION

Palenke Arts’  mission  is to educate, inspire and transform the community through the arts. 

OUR VISION

Palenke Arts  exists to create a safe, vibrant and inclusive multicultural arts center in the
city of Seaside that will benefit all of the Monterey Peninsula. We aim to uplift youth voices,
inspire creativity and transform our community into a place where everyone feels seen,
valued and welcomed through the healing power of the arts.

OUR STORY

Palenke Arts was started in 2015 by a committed group of artists, educators and community
members, led by founder Juan L. Sánchez. We recognized the urgent need for quality,
culturally-rooted and affordable arts and music programs and events in the city of Seaside,
especially for the youth, and envisioned the creation of a multicultural arts center.  

In 2016 Palenke Arts obtained fiscal sponsorship under the Action Council of Monterey
County. In October 2016, Palenke Arts signed an agreement with Monterey Peninsula Unified
School District for the use of a 2,000 sq. ft space at Martin Luther King School of the Arts in
exchange for arts and music classes to Seaside youth, and quickly transitioned from a
planning to an implementation stage. 

On December 24, 2018, Palenke Arts filed articles of incorporation with the State of
California, adopted bylaws, elected a founding Board of Directors and on July 1, 2019 filed
for 501c3 tax exempt status as a nonprofit corporation to the IRS and received our
determination letter on January 30, 2020. 

In recognition of our work, in 2019, we received the award as the Nonprofit of Year in Arts
and Culture  from the Nonprofit Alliance of Monterey County.  In 2022 our Executive
Director Juan L. Sánchez obtained the Champion of the Arts Award from the Arts Council
of Monterey County.
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OUR IMPACT

"Palenke arts represents community! It

showcases the abundance of diversity and art

forms that are out there for everyone to learn

and grow from. It brings together different

people through common curiosity and interests

in subjects that otherwise they may not get the

chance to explore and learn about."

2022-23 PARENTS' SURVEY RESULTS

"Love,
culture,

and unity."

Would recommend
Palenke Arts to

others

Students
improved

SELF-ESTEEM

Students ' 
mental health

improved

Students
improved sense
of community

rate our
teachers

as
excellent

 students
and

families
feel

welcome

rate ADMIN
staff as

excellent

rate
classes

and
events as  
excellent

What Palenke Arts
means to me

"It offered me a safe place and a ritual that I
enjoy, but more, in which I share a

stimulating reading with neighbors and
friends, with whom I would have no other

place so comfortable to develop friendship.
Palenke's programs make me feel safer, more

comfortable, and more welcome within the
Seaside community.



why Palenke Arts?
Palenke Arts  provides a space that does not
exist elsewhere in Seaside: a dedicated
multicultural arts center offering free and low
cost arts-based classes and events to many
families who would not traditionally be able to
afford them. We aim to address the issue of
inequity in the arts by imbuing our programs
with high-interest, culturally-relevant offerings
that are accessible for everyone.

Over the past 7 years, we have offered low and
no-cost weekly classes to hundred students
yearly in beginning orchestra, beginning band,
choral singing, Latin jazz, hip hop dance, visual
arts, Afro Cuban drumming, West African
drumming, piano, guitar, violin, clarinet,
trumpet,  cinematic arts, audio production, and
Latin dance.

In addition to our educational programs, Palenke Arts offers an awe-inspiring concert
series that features local and international artists from the Americas, Africa, Asia and
Europe, including Grammy and Emmy winners. We have likewise organized and
participated in countless community events such as our own annual  Palenke Arts
Festival,  Family Arts Workshops, Art Against Bullying and Día de los Muertos
Celebrations.

"Palenke Arts represents community! It showcases the
abundance of diversity and art forms that are out there
for everyone to learn and grow from. It brings
together different people through common curiosity
and interests in subjects that otherwise they may not
get the chance to explore and learn about."

"Palenke is family, culture, teachings, and trust. It is
a comfortable space for everyone."



Ballet folklorico

2022-23 ARTs EDUCATION Programs 

latin jazz combo visual arts

bilingual chorus

violin
guitar

beginning drums

beginning trumpet

hip hop dance piano

spanish book club

AFROCARIBBEAN DRUMs



august 2022

JAnuary 2023

NOVEMBER 2022

FEBRUARY 2023

February 2023

MARCH 2023

APRIL 2023

MAY 2023

JUNE 2023
JUNE 2023

orquesta rumba cafe
family LATIN dance concert

Tammy hall Trio
Grammy-winning 

jazz pianist

Joe Craven + Dayan Kai
Dazzling Roots multi-

instrumentalists

Watsonville FILm 
FEstival

Latine documentaries 
 

Al firdaus ensemble
sufi Music fron Spain and

Morocco

chloe canton rice
piano soundscapes from the

Philippines barrio manouche 
Vino, TAPAS & Jazz BENEFIT

Cheza Nami:
A taste of africa

Diasporic African Music

7th Annual 
Palenke Arts Festival

 
here & queer & thriving

poetry by bianca zamora
and yosimar reyes

2022-23 PRESeNTING PROGRAM 

NOVEMBER 2022

DÍA DE LOS MUERTOS 
CELEBRATION

OCtober 2022

Patricio Hidalgo
Afrojarocho
Grammy-Winning

SON Jarocho MASTER

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippines


Here + Queer + Thriving

2022-23 PRESeNTING PROGRAM 



• A state-of-the-art LEED-certified, carbon-neutral
building that would feature:
• An outdoor auditorium with trees/benches/garden 
• An atrium/gathering space for the community 
• An art gallery for exhibits
• A visual arts studio (painting/drawing/sculpture)
• A dance studio with proper lighting, sound, flooring
and mirrors
• A music rehearsal hall for our ensembles
• A digital arts studio 
• Multiple practice rooms/small music classrooms 
• A blackbox theater for small productions and film
screenings
• A 300-500 seat state of the art theater to host
student and professional musical performances and
events. 
• A professional recording/TV production studio
• Office and meeting spaces for Palenke Arts
• Flexible spaces for diverse multicultural,
intergenerational, and multidisciplinary programs

VISIONING WORKSHOPS
Affinity Focus Groups Recommendations

VISION & PLANNING
A FOREVER HOME FOR PALENKE ARTS



Foundation Grants
52.8%

Individual donors
15.5%

City of Seaside Grant
10%

Facilities (In-kind MPUSD)
8%

Earned income 
8%

California Arts Council
5.8%

Annual Total Revenue: $492,500.31 
 
 

Annual Total EXPENSES: $325,206.96 

Salaries
59.2%

Facilities (in-kind MPUSD)
12.5%

Artistic Fees
9%

Payroll tax/workers' comp
8%

Operations + Insurance
5.4%

Contract services
3.8%

2022-23 PROGRAM FUNDERS, SPONSORS & PARTNERS 

2022-23 FINANCIALS

2022-23 FUNDING PARTNERS

City of Seaside 
Wayfarer Foundation
David & Lucille Packard Foundation
California Arts Council
Community Foundation for Monterey County
Gumerlock Family Foundation
Posey Family Foundation
Nancy Buck Ransom Foundation 
CLEO Foundation
Williamson Music Foundation
Arts Council for Monterey County 
Monterey County Symphony
Monterey County Gives
Yellow Brick Road

and over 200 individual donors!

 2022-23  EVENT SPONSORS

Arts Council for Monterey County
City of Seaside
Monterey Peninsula Unified School District
Union Bank
Monterey Bay Aquarium
Whites for Racial Equity
Sustainable Seaside
Artvash Construction
Monterey Salinas Transit
Mackey Mackey Insurance
1st Capital Bank
Fremont Bank

Special thanks to our 2022-23 donors,
funders, sponsors and partners for their

commitment to helping us make
multicultural arts accessible to all.

Palenke Arts would not be where it is
today without your help and support! 

IN-KIND PARTNERS

City of Seaside 
Monterey Peninsula Unified School District
Georis Winery
Hidden Valley Music Seminars
Watsonville Film Festival
Chopstix Alley Art
Voices of Monterey Bay
The Epicenter

Net ordinary income: $167,293.35 



Ancestral echoes 
Annual Palenke Arts Festival honors traditions past and present
By Claudia Meléndez Salinas

Many cultures across the world have revered ancestors 
as a spiritual practice, as a way to seek inspiration and 
develop strength in times of strife. After all, our ancestors 
somehow managed to survive long enough to bring us 
into this earth and teach us what we know about feeding 
ourselves, about loving our brethren and making life joyful, 
in spite of its daily disappointments. We are here because 
they taught us how to deal with all of that.

No doubt, our post-pandemic world is very much in need of ancestral wisdom, and in unique ways,
the ancestors seem to be responding. They were very much present this past Sunday, during the 7th
annual Palenke Arts Festival at Laguna Grande Park in Seaside. They arrived as soon as the event
began at 11 am, with a ceremony by Calpulli Tonaleque, a Mexica dance troupe hailing from San José
that always dedicates the first dance to the ancient ones. 

Maestro Acahui, the group’s drummer, invoked the original peoples of this land, the Ohlone
Costanoan Esselen nation, for permission to perform a ceremony. No representatives were around to
say yay or nay, but the land acknowledgment that has become customary at many gatherings
throughout the United States is a good reminder that this country’s colonizer past remains pretty
much present.

Maestro Acahui described for the audience how Calpulli Tonaleque’s first dance is not altered and has
been passed on for hundreds of years to the next generation of dancers. Ancestral wisdom was also
present in the form of copal burning, headdresses and the traditional drum called huehuetl, used by
the ancient Mexica during ceremonies and gatherings not unlike the one that took place at Laguna
Grande.

But the whole point of finding wisdom in the past is to make the present more bearable, and that’s
exactly what happens during Palenke festivals. Executive director Juan Sánchez is adept at
combining student performances — those cute folklórico dancers melt your heart — with vibrant
professional sounds that push you into the dance floor. At first, there may be only one or two brave
children floating wildly across the wooden floor, but eventually there’s dozens of people joining in.

Hula dancing was a religious practice in the old days, and that’s how it began for Nā Haumāna, a
Polynesian dance group based in Marina performing at Palenke for the first time. Founded in 2018
and directed now by Louella Sumler, the group adheres to “Ohana,” the ancient Hawaiian concept of
family that includes everyone in your community, not just blood relatives. It’s an inclusive way of
looking at the world that, not surprisingly, has been passed on for generations in the Pacific Islands.
Before heading to the stage, behind the table where the Palenke moms were serving coffee, donuts,
pasta and aguas frescas, members of the Nā Haumāna family gathered in a circle, heads bowed and
holding hands, no doubt seeking inspiration and strength from each other and the power of
performing together.

That’s likely the story behind every group in front of the 300 souls gathered at Laguna Grande Park:
whether professional or amateur, young or on the mature side, each performer got on stage with a
smile on their face and a joie de vivre that spilled into the audience. With a little help from Herbie
Hancock, Lorenzo Barcelata, Jorge Ben, and Lin-Manuel Miranda among others, musicians and
singers managed to create a bit of community and leave daily troubles behind, since art is good at
both tasks.

If there was any doubt that some powerful medicine was being spread throughout the festival, when
SambaDá came onto the stage, lead singer Dandha Da Hora put the doubt to rest. Towards the end of
the group’s set, Da Hora asked accomplished pianist Tammy Hall to join the band. Hall just seemed to
be enjoying an afternoon out with family, and did not seem she had any intention to perform, but Da
Hora was full of praise for the pianist. 

“You guys are so lucky, we are all so lucky” to have the acclaimed Hall among the audience, Da Hora
kept telling the audience. Also in the crowd was Hall’s performance partner, mezzo-soprano Leberta
Lorál, who, after some cajoling, grabbed the microphone to sing “Come Sunday” by Duke Ellington.
The ancestors’ path coming full circle.

Speaking of circles, Sunday was the third time I was asked to emcee for Palenke’s annual festival. The
energy and love being spread by board members, volunteers, cooks, hairdressers, make-up artists and
Sánchez himself is something to behold. If you’re going to be included in a circle, this should be
strongly considered.

(Published JUNE 10, 2023  by Voices of Monterey Bay, Reprinted by permission)

https://voicesofmontereybay.org/2023/06/10/ancestral-echoes/

